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It was said in an Indian parable that foxes went out looking for something to eat, 
and they saw a dead camel. They were pleased and said, “We have found 
something we can live on for a very long time, but we fear that we might beat each 
other up [over it]. We should not let the strong among us overcome the weak. We 
should assign someone who is stronger than us to divide up this blessing, so he may 
give each one of  us what is due to him, and he can take for himself  what is due to 
each one of  us.” They agreed on that.  

As they were saying this, a wolf  passed by. They said, “This is a wolf  that has come 
to us, and he is strong and trustworthy. His father was a king a long time ago, and 
he treated us well. He supported us, so we are satisfied with [his son].”  

They spoke to the wolf  and made him this offer, and he responded after thinking it 
over, and he said to them, “You will find what will please you.” He took up their 
matter and he divided some of  [the camel] that day justly.  

When night came, the wolf  thought to himself, “Dividing up this camel for these 
wolves is a matter of  weakness and triviality. I should not do that because I possess 
strength, and they do not. This is a livelihood that God led me to, and he chose me 
to have it. So what compels me to feed it to them, when God will allot another for 
them, and I could save it for myself ?” 



The next day the foxes became hungry so they 
gathered around him and he pushed half  of  the 
camel towards them, and he divided it up 
amongst them as he did the previous day and he 
said, “Do not return again after this day, for 
there is nothing for you with me anymore, and 
if  you return I will harm you.” Then the foxes 
knew that they had fallen in trouble. They said 
to each other, “This wolf  is evil and ungrateful. 
He wishes to oppress and act unjustly toward us 
because he is powerful, and he realized that 
there is none among us who is stronger than 
him, and he wanted to obtain our livelihood 
[for himself].” And some of  them said, 
“Perhaps what prompted him to do this is the 
state of  disadvantage he was in. Perhaps if  he is 
satiated, he would divide up the remaining 
among us. He might be satisfied today, for the 
camel’s corpse is great, and at that point he 
might return to a noble disposition. As the 
saying goes, ‘There is no nobility for a weak 
man and no hospitality by a hungry man,’ so it 
behooves us to return to him and speak to him.” 



The next day the group of  foxes went up to the wolf  and said, “O Aba Jaʿda! We 
have made you a prince over us and a master,43 so we may not treat each other 
unjustly, and we hoped by doing that for your justice, and on the first day of  
your rule you were just, and you made us desire your nobility. Then we returned 
to you yesterday and you gave us half  of  what you gave us the day before, and 
you followed that by making us completely despair of  getting our rights from 
you, and your words were harsh, so we left you while still thinking well of  you. 
Live up to our expectations of  you, and do not intend to overstep us because we 
are weak, for we are hungry, and God had gifted us with this food. Eat from it 
what is enough for you, feed us from it and act with charity towards us, for God 
rewards those who give charity and no good deed goes without reward.” 

The wolf  refused and responded even more harshly than before, causing the 
foxes to despair of  being met with any good from him. So when they found no 
other recourse, they met and said, “What shall we do regarding the matter of  
this hungry and treacherous wolf ?” They collectively agreed to take up their 
case with the lion, as he is stronger than the wolf, and he is the king of  all the 
predatory animals. They agreed to tell him their story from beginning to end 
and they promised him the camel if  he killed the wolf. Then the foxes would go 
each on his way, seeking their livelihood.  



They agreed to do this, and went to the lion, 
told him their story, and described the wolf ’s 
injustice, and the lion became angry and 
ordered them to go in front of  the wolf, 
whom they found lying on top of  the camel’s 
carcass, eating it. The lion caught the wolf  
and tore him up piece by piece, and returned 
the camel’s carcass to the foxes and left them. 
For this reason it is said, “There is a bigger 
calamity for every calamity.” 

The End
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