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Introduction to the Series

All Muslims believe in one qibla, one Rasul, and one Quran. Given this 
basic unity, why do they disagree in their interpretation of Islam? In Kitab 
Ikhtilaf Usul al-Madhahib (Disagreements of the Jurists), Maulana Qadi 
l-Nu’man explains the causes of, and issues arising from, the dispute 
among Muslim scholars regarding the prescriptions of the Shariat. He 
explains that Rasulullah’s SA Islam is followed by following Ali, and the 
Imams after him, the one true Guide in every age, who inherits Rasulullah’s 
Nass, and who provides the correct interpretation of the Quran and the 
Sunnat. In our age, Rasulullah’s heir is our Imam al-zaman Tayyib SA, who 
guides us through his Dai and Na’ib Syedna Khuzaima Qutbuddin TUS.  



Syedna Qadi l-Nu’man (d. 363/974) was a Dai and Qadi (judge) of the 
Fatimid zuhoor Imams al-Mahdi, al-Qa’im, al-Mansur, and al-Moiz. Moiz 
Imam said in praise of Qadi l-Nu’man’s sincere devotion (ikhlaas), that “if 
anyone brings me one hundredth of Nu’man’s ikhlaas, I will personally 
guarantee him Paradise.” Qadi l-Nu’man was a prolific author and wrote 
many books on a variety of subjects, including fiqh, ta’wil, and history. 
Explicitly endorsed by Moiz Imam, these books are considered foundational 
in the Fatimid-Tayyibi Dawat library. Among the best known are Da’a’im al-
Islam (Pillars of Islam), Asas al-Ta’wil (Foundation of Esoteric 
Interpretation), and Sharh al-akhbar (Explication of Historical Reports).  

The following pages—on the cause of the disagreement—are a selection 
from the prologue and first chapter of Qadi l-Nu’man’s Kitab Ikhtilaf usul al-
madhahib (translated by Professor Devin Stewart, titled Disagreements of 
the Jurists, Library of Arabic Literature, New York University Press, 2015, 
pp. 5-15).



Prologue
In the Name of God, the Merciful and Beneficent…  

I noticed that those who pray toward Mecca, after agreeing on the explicit 
text of the Qurʾān and accepting the Messenger as truthful, differ in their 
legal rulings on many individual points of the law, some fundamental 
principles, and many matters of interpretation.  Concerning these issues 
they have adopted sundry views, dispersed into diverse groups, and formed 
various disputing parties, and this despite being aware of Mighty and 
Glorious God's word: «... that you remain steadfast in religion, and make no 
divisions therein» [Al-Shūrā 42:13] … in these verses, God—May His praise 
be manifest—censured division and disagreement and encouraged unity 
and solidarity, commanding and promoting the latter. He made it desirable 
to uphold the faith and prohibited the formation of schisms therein…



Chapter One:   
The Cause of Disagreement

	 … the reliably transmitted report from ʿAlī, God's blessings 
upon him, that he said, upon witnessing the people's 
disagreement after the passing of the Messenger of God: "Were 
the mat for dispensing justice folded for me, and were I to sit 
before the people, I would judge among the people of the 
Qur’an by the Qur’an, among the people of the Torah by the 
Torah, and among the people of the Gospel by the Gospel.  No 
two people would disagree over a single ruling of the religion."; 
the reliably transmitted report from the Messenger of God: 
"The best judge among you is ʿAlī." …



In the ability to judge is combined all knowledge that the 
people need regarding God’s lawful and unlawful things, the 
obligations that He has imposed, and His rulings.  Concerning 
these things, the people must submit to the one whose 
knowledge was attested to and prayed for by the Messenger.  
During the entire extent of ʿAlī’s life after the passing of the 
Messenger of God, those who had followed the Messenger 
before him found themselves needing to consult him 
concerning the religious law, while ʿAlī had no need to consult 
or ask anyone at all about such matters.  This is one of the 
things that engendered anger toward  ʿAlī  on the part of 
those who had been regularly consulted and to whom people 
referred concerning matters about which they disagreed.



An example of this is the reliably transmitted report 
attributed to ʿAlī according to which he often used to 
command, "Ask me before you lose me." He also stated, "My 
eyelids never shut, nor did sleep ever enter my head even 
one day during the days of my life with the Messenger of 
God until I had learned the permitted and forbidden things 
that Gabriel, peace be upon him, had brought down that 
day, whether a report from the Prophet or a citation from 
the Scripture.  So ask me, for you will not find anyone more 
knowledgeable about what is between the Scripture’s two 
covers than I.  There is no verse in the Qur’an but that I 
learned when it was revealed and about what it was 
revealed.” …  



[Imam Sadiq] Abū ʿAbd Allāh Jaʿfar ibn Muḥammad, God’s blessings on 
him, was asked about the cause of disagreement among the Muslims 
after the Messenger of God  and the circumstances that led to it.  He 
asked the questioner, "Did they disagree during the life of the 
Messenger of God?”  "How could they disagree,” the questioner 
replied, when the Messenger of God was with them, explaining to them 
the matter over which they disagreed, so that they might adopt his 
ruling?”  The Imam responded, "You have spoken the truth. … however 
the one who assumed authority did not know the answers to all the 
questions that were referred to him, so he asked the people about 
many things that he did not know, and they gave him conflicting answers 
on those topics. Disagreement occurred as a consequence.  If they had 
submitted to the true authority and accepted his word, then no two of 
them would have disagreed over the religion of God, just as they did not 
disagree during the life of the Messenger of God  …  



Later, control over people's affairs was assumed by the Umayyads and the 
Abbasids, who had no knowledge of God's permitted and forbidden things 
and no ambition or desire to uphold the sacred law, but whose only desire 
and ambition, instead, was to seek the trappings of this world. When they 
obtained power, they became engrossed in the mundane and turned away 
from all else. They handed over control of the religion to commoners who 
claimed to be learned in the law. The rulers did this in order to appease the 
jurists and to attract thereby their support in reaching their own desires, 
despite their ignorance.  The jurists took free rein and vied unhampered for 
leadership among themselves. They multiplied, and with increased numbers, 
their various inclinations caused them to split into factions, and their distinct 
views on legal questions led them to oppose one another. This occurred 
because the rulers had left them to their own devices, violating the 
fundamental principle of the Sacred Law and the obligations that God 
imposed on those who would uphold it, including the duty ot maintain the 
religion, protect its sanctity, and combat those who go against it.  …



	 This is a summary statement of the cause of their disagreement up 
until the advent of al-Mahdī, the Divinely-Guided One of the nation, a 
member of the Family of the Prophet, the stock of the house of mercy. 
… [Giving glad tidings of his coming we have] the Prophet’s statement: 
“The Divinely-Guided One will be from among my descendants.  He will 
revive my practice, fulfill my command, and demand revenge for the 
people of my house.  He will fill the earth with justice and equity, just as it 
is now filled with tyranny and injustice."  The Divinely-Guided One, the 
Mahdī, arose, and he revived the practices of old, put an end to 
innovations, and silenced the concoctors of lies who were in 
disagreement over the religion.  He erected the light tower of the faith 
and raised its standard.  He instituted its laws and made its rulings 
straight, compelling the nation to its path and eradicating innovations 
and heresies from it as well as disagreement and dispute concerning it.   

[end of selection]
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